English AP Literature and Composition

Ms. Frates
Socratic Seminar—The Great Gatsby

Socrates, a well-known Greek philosopher, was convinced that the best way to learn was through discussion. A Socratic Seminar will help you learn more about a text by examining it, creating questions about its main points, and talking with your classmates. By doing so, you will have a deeper understanding of what you have read. 

Directions: In order to investigate The Great Gatsby you are going to engage in a 20 minute Socratic Seminar discussion with half of the AP Lit class. You will not know until the day of the seminar what your prompt(s) will be, whom you will be discussing the text with, and at what time during the period you will be discussing in the inner circle. You may prepare as many notes as possible and you are allowed to use your book during the discussion. 

Seminar Steps
Before the Seminar: Read and use a highlighter or sticky notes to mark the text. When taking notes, pick out passages, words, phrases, dialogue that you think are important to the theme, the plot, the characterizations. Look for how the author uses language and mark any passages that you think demonstrate your observations about the author’s particular style or focus. Note any interesting usages of figurative language and literary elements. Pick out a few passages or quotes that you think are particularly important and note them on the attached Quote/Fact/Phrase sheet.

Answer the assigned Socratic Seminar Prompts. (30 points)

Fill out the Socratic Seminar Questions Sheet by posing three questions which relate to the prompts (you do not need questions for each prompt). (10 points)
During the Seminar

Inner Circle

· Have text, prompt sheet with your answers, quote sheet, and questions sheet out on your desk. 

· Participate in the discussion – ask questions, share opinions, cite evidence to prove your point! Please refer to the scoring guide to understand how you will be graded. (40 points)

Outer Circle: When the other half of the class is engaging in discussion, you will be in the outer circle, where you will be required to take Outer Circle Notes (10 points) on the topic being discussed.  These notes include your opinion of the prompt along with evidence from the text, as well as your reaction to the Socratic Seminar discussion.  You will turn these notes in at the conclusion of the seminar. 
After the Seminar:

· Complete the Socratic Seminar Debriefing Sheet. (10 points)

Socratic Seminar Outer circle notes (10 Points)

Name___________________________

When taking notes in the outer circle, consider the following questions: 

1. What would you contribute to the discussion? 

2. Would you agree or disagree with what is being said? 

3. What questions would you ask the group? 

4. What is your overall impression of the discussion?  

5. Does the group follow the structure/format of a Socratic Seminar? 

Your notes in the outer circle should be thorough, thought provoking and written neatly.
Socratic Seminar Prompt Sheet (30 points)

Name_______________________________________
The Great Gatsby
For each of the following prompts/questions, prepare a response by considering Fitzgerald’s intentions in writing The Great Gatsby. Provide at least two textual examples along with a 3-4 sentence analysis for each topic.  Remember, your task will be to engage in a meaningful conversation with your peers about at least two of these prompts.

1. What is the American Dream? How does Gatsby represent this dream? Does the novel praise or condemn Gatsby's dream? Has the American dream changed since Gatsby's time?

2. Think about the two worlds, the Midwest and the East, as Fitzgerald describes them, and what they represent for Nick and for Gatsby.

3. Compare and contrast Gatsby's social class with that of Tom and Daisy Buchanan. How does geography contribute to the definition of social class in The Great Gatsby?

4. What is Nick Carraway's role in the novel? Consider Nick's father's advice in chapter one: "Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven't had the advantages that you've had." Does telling the story from Nick's point of view make it more believable?  Why or why not?

5. What part of his past is Gatsby trying to recapture? Is he successful? Is there a person, feeling, or event in your past that you'd want to revisit? Does this relate to Fitzgerald’s life?

6. What is the meaning of the title? In what way is Gatsby great?

7. Why did Nick become involved with Jordan, and why did he break off the relationship?

8. Discuss Fitzgerald's use of symbols, such as the eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleburg, the green light on Daisy's dock, and the valley of ashes.

9. What makes The Great Gatsby a classic novel? Why has it maintained its place in American literature?

10. Discuss elements of the Jazz Age, or Roaring 20’s that Fitzgerald includes in The Great Gatsby.  What commentary is made by Fitzgerald about society in this era?

Socratic Seminar Participation Pointers

What will the seminar look like?

The classroom will be arranged in two concentric circles. We will be having 2 seminars. When you are in the inner-circle you will be participating in the circle. If you are in the outer-circle you will be taking notes. 

How does the discussion work in a seminar?

The seminar is to serve as a discussion, not a lecture. Just like in a casual conversation, no one begins the conversation, a conversation begins naturally. There a few guidelines to follow:

· Please listen and look at each other when you speak.

· One person speaks at a time. 

· The participant must have the “speaking object” in hand before speaking and must pass it on to the next participant before she speaks.

· Do not interrupt the speaker

· Monitor your “floor-time” and allow others to speak rather than taking too much time for yourself.

· Each person will have a chance to ask a question and everyone has a chance to respond.

· Respond to the person who asks the question.

· Use evidence from the text to support yourself.

· Listen attentively so that your responses correlate to the immediate discussion and so that you don’t repeat what’s already been said.

· Address each other respectfully whether you agree or disagree.

· Each person should have a copy of the text.

Socratic Seminar Grading Rubric

A Level Participant—35-40 points

· Participant offers enough solid analysis, without prompting, to move the conversation forward

· Participant, through her comments, demonstrates a deep knowledge of the text and the question

· Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes and a marked/annotated text

· Participant, through her comments, shows that she is actively listening to other participants

· Participant offers clarification and/or follow-up that extends the conversation

· Participant’s remarks often refer back to specific parts of the text.

B Level Participant—30-35 points

· Participant offers solid analysis without prompting

· Through comments, participant demonstrates a good knowledge of the text and the question

· Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes and a marked/annotated text

· Participant shows that he/she is actively listening to others and offers clarification and/or follow-up

C Level Participant—25-30 points

· Participant offers some analysis, but needs prompting from the seminar leader

· Through comments, participant demonstrates a general knowledge of the text and question

· Participant is less prepared, with few notes and no marked/annotated text

· Participant is actively listening to others, but does not offer clarification and/or follow-up to others’ comments

· Participant relies more upon his or her opinion, and less on the text to drive her comments

D or F Level Participant—0-25 points

· Participant offers little commentary

· Participant comes to the seminar ill-prepared with little understanding of the text and question

· Participant does not listen to others, offers no commentary to further the discussion

· Participant distracts the group by interrupting other speakers or by offering off topic questions and comments.

· Participant ignores the discussion and its participants
At the end of the seminar, participants must turn in the following paperwork:

Prompts Sheet (30 points), Outer Circle Notes (10 points)

