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                  TPCAST Template

(Title, Paraphrase, Connotation, Attitude, Shifts, Theme)
	Title                                          Predictions what the poem may be about—ponder the meaning

                                                                First impressions, any allusions, connotations




	Paraphrase                   Focus on one syntactical unit at a time—translate each unit into your own words—literal      events—define any unfamiliar words (use a separate piece of paper if needed)



	

	Connotation                                      Contemplate the poem for meaning beyond the literal

                                                                                          DICTION



	Word Choice
	Commentary

	
	

	
	

	
	

	                                                                                                IMAGES

	Image
	Device
	Commentary

	
	
	

	Image
	Device
	Commentary

	
	
	

	                                                                                        OTHER DEVICES

	Example
	Device
	Discussion

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Attitude                                                        Attitude of the speaker about the subject




	Shifts                                          Key words: but, yet, however, although

                                                   Punctuation: dashes, periods, colons, ellipses

                                                   Stanza divisions: changes in line or stanza length or both

                                                   Irony (sometimes irony hides shifts)

                                                   Structure change

                                                   Changes in sound

                                                   Changes in diction (slang to formal)

State the shift, then explain the shift

	

	Theme—The universal statement as to the human condition—state in a complete sentence

	


